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Open Source

First thing that goes through 
most peoples mind





You can’t be serious?



• Free leads to Fear

• Fear leads to Anger

• Anger leads to Hate

• Hate leads to Suffering

What is Free



• Software developed cheaply and rubbish

• Not paid for development so not good quality

• No development strategy

• No long term support

• Short lived product

• Built on a whim and no further development

• Room full of sweaty pimple faced kids mass hacking, like….
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Misconceptions of Open Source Software
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Quote from a developer “ This is being part of the software - this makes you a part of it”

Stereo typing of the Open Source community
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So what’s the hold up

• Changing a mindset

• Dispelling Myths

• Past History

• Proving it’s worth



Open Source Software
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• What is Open Source Software?
– According to Wikipedia Open-source software (OSS) is computer 

software with its source code made available with a license in which the 
copyright holder provides the rights to study, change and distribute the 
software to anyone and for any purpose[1]

• Why Open Source?
– Flexible

– Powerful

– FREE

– Collaborative



www.mapsolutions.co.nz

Convert your thinking
Open Source in business - It’s happening 
already
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Gaining Trust

Helping you gain the trust…….



www.mapsolutions.co.nz

• Open Source Geospatial Foundation

• OSGeo was created to support the collaborative 
development of open source geospatial software, 
and promote its widespread use. 
http://www.osgeo.org/

• Formed in 2006

• Provide Financial, organisational & legal support to 
the free open source spatial community

The Trust

http://www.osgeo.org/
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The Trust locally
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Free Open Source Software
(FOSS)

NZOSS use an analogy made here between software and cars:

“A proprietary closed source computer program is like a car that is sold with its 

bonnet welded shut with only those who pay the manufacturer for "certification" 

permitted to look inside the car or to maintain it. “

Why – The manufacturer has no competitive pressure for balance and can hike the 

costs.
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“FOSS is like a normal car where you choose the best and most cost effective method of 

maintaining it. “

“Any FOSS developer can maintain or improve your software for you, so you are assured 

that you can always obtain top-quality service. This is rather than relying on the original 

vendor, who may choose to stop supporting you, or to manipulate the software licenses 

to achieve their corporate goals (typically their profit... at your expense). Even if you 

know nothing about engines, the fact that you can choose who maintains your car for 

you is a valuable thing.”

Free Open Source Software
(FOSS)
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http://www.computerweekly.com/news/2240179643/Government-mandates-preference-for-open-source

The government has, for the first time, 
mandated a preference for using open source 
software for future developments.

The British 
Government 
Example
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Why Open Source in NZ

• Central Government direction – NIWA, LINZ, 
Landcare moving to OSS

• Open Data Source – NZGOAL

• WFS/WMS, REST services and other Web 
Services are more advanced enabling better 
sharing of data

• Free data + Free Software = More utilisation



• Eliminate licence fees – free software

• No software contracts

• No fancy marketing budgets and roadshows bumping up 
prices

• Open web standards

• Mobile apps, tablet apps – ROAM

• Real time interaction with GIS out in the field.

• Open source databases - PostgreSQL
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Benefits of Open Source Software
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So why not use it in GIS?

• Proven Reliable

• Community driven

• Quick Development time

• Vendor Independent

• And of course Free
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PostgreSQL - Database
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ww.data.govt.nz
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data.govt.nz
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Where is Open Technology taking us

• JavaScript

• HTML5

• CSS

• OGC Standards

– WMS

– WFS

– TMS
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IntraMaps 8 Server
Application Configuration

WMS, WFS, WMTS
Geoprocessing Services

Spatial Database Integration

IntraMaps Enterprise
Internal Deployment

Bi-directional application integration

IntraMaps Public
External Deployment

IntraMaps Mobile
Laptop, Tablet, Smartphone

GPS
Touch screen support

Desktop GIS
QGIS

IntraMaps MapControl
Custom applications

NearMe
iFrame

Corporate database
SQL Server,

API’s for a number of main systems

IntraMaps ConfigManager
Administration Console

MapManager
TileManager

Spatial files
ESRI Shapefile
, MapInfo Tab, 

ECW

Spatial database
Enterprise Data

SQL Server 2008/12, 
ArcSDE, PostgreSQL

IntraMaps 
Roam

Laptop, Tablet
Windows 7 or 8
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MapServer
Open Source Mapping server software

GeoServer
To edit and share 
geospatial data

PostgreSQL
Open Source Database

QGIS
Desktop GIS

QGIS
Desktop GIS

GeoNetwork
Open Source Metadata
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ROAM – Mobile App
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Free Mobility Software



www.mapsolutions.co.nz

Free Mobility Software
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Free Mobility Software
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Free Mobility Software
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Free Desktop GIS - QGIS
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LINZ Internal Viewer
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LINZ Internal Viewer
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LINZ - Metadata
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LINZ - Metadata
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LINZ - PostgreSQL
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LINZ – National Address database



www.mapsolutions.co.nz

LINZ – Canterbury Earthquake recovery



www.mapsolutions.co.nz

LINZ – Canterbury Earthquake recovery
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LINZ – Canterbury Earthquake recovery
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LINZ – Canterbury Earthquake recovery
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LINZ – Canterbury Earthquake recovery
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Make the switch
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Thank you to LINZ for permission to show internal viewer information


